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western tradition. While we can say that these values dominate in today’s western higher
education, it does not mean that these values do not enjoy the same kind of status in higher
education in other cultures. Even without a historical study of rhetorical values in the eastern
intellectual tradition, it will not be very difficult to imagine that evaluative comments on
issues of clarity and organization will also be rife for student writing in eastern languages.

Finally, though as teachers we do acknowledge the great influence of our cultural
heritage on our thoughts and behaviors, it cannot be denied that we are also individual
players who have a diverse range of ways of thinking which may arise from a myriad of
factors such as family upbringing, personalities and experiences. As readers, we under-
stand that the author tries hard to dissociate her analysis from a deterministic or static
perspective on the relationship between culture and language behavior, but still there is an
inherent danger in treating individuals as one member of a group category in intercultural
studies.

Despite these probably unavoidable pitfalls, the book is a very valuable contribution
to the discussion of language issues in the academy, as it provides great insight into why
existing language practices have become as they are in different cultural contexts, how they
may come into conflict with each other in intercultural educational encounters and how
subtle changes are effected during such encounters. Language practitioners should find it
immensely useful in (re)examining and even (re)shaping their practices.

Xudong Deng
Centre for English Language Communication

National University of Singapore
Singapore

Email: Email: elcdxd@nus.edu.sg
C© 2013, Xudong Deng
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Key concepts in second language acquisition, by S. Loewen and H. Reinders, New York,
Palgrave Macmillan, 2011, vii + 187 pp., £13.99/$23.00 (paperback), ISBN 978-0-230-
23018-7

Intended to offer readers a basic introduction to the major concepts and key issues in second
language acquisition (SLA), Loewen and Reinders’ book provides the reader with a quick
reference text of the fundamental terms, theories and concepts related to SLA research and
practice. Key Concepts in Second Language Acquisition is a concise and comprehensive
glossary of user-friendly explanations of SLA terms and theories, including concepts from
other disciplines, such as sociocultural theory or discourse analysis, that have influenced
the field. The text includes figures and tables to illustrate major ideas, and entries are
conveniently cross-referenced to aid readers in deepening their knowledge of individual
and related topics.

The book begins with a brief introduction outlining the parameters of the field, address-
ing the definitions and use of central terms, including the meaning of ‘second’, ‘language’
and ‘acquisition’. Following a short description of the various aspects of language, includ-
ing phonology and pragmatics, as well as a brief discussion concerning linguistic and social
variation, the authors address the proposed differences between learning and acquisition.
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As the book presents many of the concepts raised briefly in the introduction, the authors
remark that it provides an opportunity for the reader to consider these very issues as they
use the text. The introduction concludes with the authors’ comments regarding the design of
the book, including explanations of their inclusion and exclusion criteria, and suggestions
on how readers might best use the cross-referenced topics to aid in the development of their
understanding of related ideas.

Concepts addressed in the text include general terms, such as foreign language learning
and bilingualism, and more specific terms, such as the Natural Order Hypothesis from
Krashen’s Monitor Model. In addition, the authors have selected well-known topics, such
as Form-Focused Instruction (FFI) and Labov’s observer’s paradox, as well as those with
which readers may be less familiar, including Parallel Distributed Processing (PDP) and
head acts. The result is a text that provides readers with an easy reference for familiar ideas
and valuable explanations for new concepts. Because the text is designed as an introduction
and overview to the included ideas, entries are concise and easy to follow, making this an
ideal text for students new to the field of SLA. Many entries, such as those on Universal
Grammar or pushed output, also include illustrative examples from previous research.

Furthermore, in an effort to provide readers with easy access to additional information
regarding each topic, the authors include references to previously published work. The
authors explain that these references were selected based on a number of criteria, including
whether they were representative of the targeted concept, if they were influential in guiding
thinking regarding the topic, their availability to the prospective reader, and in some cases,
whether the publications represent the formative research in which featured topics were first
proposed. However, these suggestions for further reading often direct readers to general
resources, such as meta-analyses or review articles. Although this is not necessarily a
criticism, as these types of texts are excellent sources of information regarding the desired
topic, novice readers in particular might benefit from the inclusion of well-known or
influential empirical articles demonstrating the concepts at work. However, as the authors
state in their introduction, the number of published studies available on many topics is
overwhelming, and not all can be included. Considering the plethora of articles available,
it is striking that most entries only contain between one and three references, although
the entry on morpheme (order) studies seems to be the exception with nine. A possible
suggestion for future editions would be to expand the reference list to include a greater
number and a wider variety of references, containing not only representative work and
recent overviews or meta-analyses but also published empirical articles that are highly
relevant or influential to the topic for each entry. In addition, some topics seem to receive
more discussion than others. For instance, the entry on Universal Grammar is given more
than a page while the entry on usage-based theories receives a short paragraph, resulting in
a slightly biased presentation of theoretical approaches.

This text, with its wide range of topics, such as information gap tasks and formulaic
sequences, will appeal to students and researchers interested in theoretical and practical
applications. More experienced SLA professionals will regard this book, with its broad
scope and thoughtful design, to be a well-organized and useful reference tool to add to
their existing academic library, while researchers and students new to the field of SLA will
find this text to be an invaluable resource for clear explanations of key terms, theories and
issues relevant to the study of second language development. Novice and expert readers
alike will appreciate the authors’ accessible writing style, and although the reference list
could be expanded for many entries, readers will still find the suggested readings for each
topic helpful. Overall, this book would be a welcome addition to any SLA collection, and
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would make an ideal supplementary textbook for an undergraduate or a graduate course on
SLA or teaching English as a second language.

Nicole Ziegler
Department of Linguistics, Georgetown University

Washington, DC, USA
Email: nz45@georgetown.edu

C© 2013, Nicole Ziegler
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09500782.2012.690648

Context, individual differences and pragmatic competence, by Naoko Taguchi, Bristol,
Multilingual Matters, 2012, viii + 308 pp., £99.95/US$169.95 (hardback), ISBN 978-1-
84769-609-0, £34.95/US$59.95 (paperback), ISBN 978-1-84769-608-3

As a subfield of second language (L2) acquisition, research on interlanguage pragmatics
seeks to understand L2 learners’ competence in comprehending and producing linguistic
actions in the target language, their development of such competence and how learning
contexts influence this development. In her Context, Individual Differences and Pragmatic
Competence, Naoko Taguchi contributes to this research by longitudinally tracking how
L2 learners of English developed their pragmatic competence in an immersion setting at
a university in Japan. By combining quantitative and qualitative methods, this study of
developmental interlanguage pragmatics succeeds in explicating how learners’ history of
learning and their subjectivity as well as other contextual particulars dynamically shape
their pragmatic development.

Chapter 1 well locates this empirical study within the field of interlanguage pragmatics
and lays out the contributions of the book. Taguchi highlights the significance of inves-
tigating the relationship between comprehension and production in a single study of L2
pragmatic development and examining the processing as well as the knowledge components
of pragmatic competence. Another contribution that Taguchi identifies is the application of
dynamic systems theory, chaos/complexity theory and emergentism to the understanding
of development. Although the reader has to wait until the final chapter of the book to judge
its contributions, the author draws readers’ attention to these features in the first chapter.

Chapter 2 elucidates the background of the study by summarizing 23 previous lon-
gitudinal studies of interlanguage pragmatics that investigated pragmatic comprehension,
meta-pragmatic awareness and pragmatic production. Although not stated explicitly in this
chapter, it becomes clear in Chapter 3 that Taguchi’s study was intended to delve further
into some of the findings collectively drawn from these previous studies, especially on
matters such as relative rates of development between comprehension of conventional and
nonconventional implicatures, the effect of exposure to target sociopragmatic practices
on the development of meta-pragmatic awareness and differential rates of development
between pragmalinguistic and sociopragmatic knowledge. The author also argues for the
need to investigate the grammar–pragmatics intersection, expand the construct of pragmatic
competence and improve methodology in future research on L2 pragmatic development.
Taguchi’s contention for the applicability of dynamic systems theory and its related theories
as a theoretical approach to the research on pragmatic development also frames her study,
which is detailed in the subsequent chapter.
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